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lutionary and wholly regardless of the Constitution. There
is manifest intention to pull the Republic to pieces, to
destroy the Union and make the Government central and
imperious. Partyism, fanaticism rule. No profound, com-
prehensive, or enlarged opinions, no sense of patriotism,
animates the Radicals. There are some patriotic and well-
disposed Members, but they are timid, have no force or
influence, no self-reliance or independence.

Fessenden is nominally one of the leaders in the Senate,
yet he is a mere follower. Grimes controls him, and has,
without Fessenden's dyspepsia, a much more vigorous in-
tellect. Both of them dislike Sumner and his extreme views,
yet both are made to follow him and support his measures
when pressed to a decision. Grimes is by nature jealous,
suspicious, and strongly indoctrinated with many of the
pernicious motives of old narrow-minded Whiggery, of
which he seems incapable of divesting himself, although
I think he feels that it narrows his mind and injures his
usefulness. Fessenden, dyspeptic but well-intentioned, is
more influenced by him than by any other man in the Sen-
ate, or out of it; more influenced by Grimes than Grimes is
influenced by him, yet they act in concert and I am inclined
to think with a purpose. They each, as well as most_of the
Senators, have aspirations, and it would not surprise me
to see them and their friends combine to place them for
the highest office on the same ticket. It will, however, be
a feeble movement without the audacity that is essential.
Sumner, Wade, and Stanton would not glorify such a
ticket. The Radicalswant different and more unscrupulous
material. In such a combination Fessenden would take the
superior position, yet his is the secondary mind. He is a
good critic or faultfinder, and not without good qualities,
but has little executive, administrative ability, lacks inde-
pendence, self-reliance, and force.                             _

What will Congress do? is a question often put and never
answered satisfactorily. The Constitutional ^ndment
cannot be adopted by the required majority of the btates.